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Cassandra Steer 

I'm Dr. Cassandra Steer, I am a senior lecturer at the ANU College of Law. I'm also a mission 
specialist with our institute for space, ANU Institute for Space. And the courses I teach in the 
college of law are international law, a new course, which I have developed called space law and 
governance. And also an introductory course for law students, which is called lawyers, justice 
and ethics. So a range of substantial law and also the more ethical side of things. And my 
research interest are very much around space law and space policy and space security. 

So I come at it as an international lawyer, someone with a background in issues around use of 
force and the law around conflict, state responsibility, treaties, those kinds of things. So I'm 
very interested in how law and governance and policy can restrain what states are doing and 
how we should be thinking about all of our activities in space today with a mindset of long 
term sustainability. 

So we often talk about research led teaching without really defining what that is. And I think 
probably for students, it's even harder to understand what we mean by it. But because we do a 
lot of teaching in courses, which may or may not work with our research, and particularly in 
the college of law, we have to teach some core courses which are part of the national 
curriculum to become a lawyer. And some of us do research in those areas and some of us 
don't. But even in those core courses, we can bring our research into it, that's when we start to 
dig out the niche areas or where things are really being developed or debated, or where things 
are really uncertain. That's what makes the teaching more interesting for the academics. And I 
think as soon as you have an inspired academic, you have a much more interesting classroom 
or class experience. And that's also where we can really challenge students to think for 
themselves about those harder issues. And then if we're able to develop an elective course that 
really is based on our research, that's when we're designing something unique. 

I developed a new course that I delivered for the first time in 2021, called space law and 
governance. And that is absolutely based on my research. It's pretty much a 100% based on 
my research, which made it an absolute joy to put it together. A lot of time, academics don't 
always teach in the areas that we specialize in or that we really research in. And we often have 
to cover a lot of more generic subjects, and although we enjoy teaching those, most of us, our 
passion lies in our research areas. And so I got to develop this course based on everything that 
I am interested in, in what's going on in space today. 

So my course on space law and governance is a nationally unique course, it doesn't exist 
anywhere else in Australia. In fact, I had some international guest speakers part of it, who said 
that when they looked at the curriculum, they said this was one of the most exciting space law 
or governance courses they'd seen globally. And I think that's because I had the luxury of being 
able to pour so much of my time into that research and design a course around it. And so in 
any discipline, if you are getting an elective course that's really research led, what you're 
getting is expertise from that person that doesn't exist anywhere else, and you're getting a 
perspective on the subject matter that doesn't exist anywhere else. 
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So for academics wanting to develop their own courses that really are research led, which is 
something different from putting research led teaching into your existing courses. Because 
that's really valuable as well, that's where you get to insert in particular sessions or in 
particular topics. You really get to insert a lot more critical questions and perspectives, so 
that's something we do on-goingly. But if you're developing a whole course that is very much 
based on your research, a couple of things I have learned are that it's important to still focus 
on what's important, rather than what's interesting. And that might sound counterintuitive, 
but I want to make sure that my students walk away from my course with a greater 
understanding of the issues of the different governance bodies involved on the international 
and domestic policy and legal frameworks. And I can already see how to improve my course to 
do that, because it's tempting for me to focus on the things that I find the most interesting from 
my research, but sometimes they can be niche or sometimes they can be based on the fact that 
I've been thinking about these issues for several years. And so it's really important to scaffold 
things still, in the same way that we do with more traditional courses, to ensure that the bases 
are there and that students have provided opportunities to then think about certain issues in 
different ways. 

The other thing I think I learned out of the first iteration of my course on space law and 
governance, was that I tried to cover too much ground. Because there's so many things I'm 
interested in researching. And I got a lot of positive feedback from students that they learned 
so much about the whole gamut of issues or they learned what the gamut of issues are, but we 
didn't have quite enough time to spend on any one of them. So trying not to cover too much 
ground, even though it's exciting to try and bring everything to the students. 

I think students gain a lot of things from research led teaching, but one of the most important 
things, I hope, is that you start to see that nothing is given. Like when you read a textbook or 
you get a compulsory subject that's been designed to be taught year after year after year, it 
might sometimes seem like what you're reading or what you're learning is just the truth, it's 
just the facts. And I know in some scientific or mathematical courses, that really is what you're 
doing constantly, is testing out the truth and understanding our formula work. But when you 
get research led teaching, hopefully what you'll understand is the truth is very uncertain and 
our limits of knowledge are there to be pushed. And so research led teaching hopefully gives 
students the insight into, expertise is something developed over time, but there's always 
something new to add to debates or to add to knowledge. And there's always different ways of 
looking at things, different perspectives, different ways of questioning things or critical 
perspectives. So I guess it's critical thinking that I would hope students get out of research led 
teaching. 
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