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Wayne Morgan 

Perhaps I should first say that I'm the Associate Dean Education for the college, the 
ANU college of law, which means that I have some role in terms of the overall 
programs that the college offers. Partly, I'll be speaking from that perspective as 
associate dean education, but also then I can bring in my own experience, both in 
terms of what research led teaching means in compulsory courses in the ANU college 
of law. In the compulsory program, I teach property law, which is a later year 
compulsory course for all LLB and JD students, and also then what research led 
teaching means with respect to our elective program. Yes, I teach a few different 
courses in the elective program, but the one that I'll concentrate on mainly will be the 
course that I teach in law, gender identity, and sexualities. 

Okay. In my role as Associate Dean Education, and this builds very much, of course, on 
the whole ethos of the ANU as a research led institution, what we try and promote 
both in terms of the programs that we put together, but also in terms of individual 
courses, is that, yeah, all of our teaching should be research led. Yeah, that goes 
throughout the programs, whether they be courses that are compulsory courses within 
the programs, or elective courses in the programs, or indeed even in the more work 
integrated learning aspects of the program. Even in the courses like clinics and 
internships, we make sure that there is a research component within everything that 
we do. 

That's particularly perhaps important within the LLB honors degree because of its 
nature as an embedded honors degree. Now, obviously an honors degree requires that 
there be perhaps a higher level of research, both research training and research 
output, than perhaps there would be in a just normal bachelor's degree. I can talk a 
little bit about how we bring that into play. It is mainly through the elective courses, 
but, yes, we make sure that in all elective courses that LLB honors students undertake 
as part of their program, that there is at least 50% research in terms of the assessment 
that they must produce to embed those research requirements throughout the degree. 
The reasons why research is important within the LLB honors degree is because the 
whole nature of an honors program is that it both trains students in how to undertake 
research and then also enables them to produce some sort of sustained research 
output. 

So, perhaps the first thing to note is that obviously even out in practice, the work that a 
lawyer engages in even in practice does contain always a research component. So, 
whether you are trying to give a client the latest advice on a particular area of law, or 
whether you are trying to prepare a case for court, obviously part of that is making 
sure that you as a practicing lawyer are up with the absolute latest law in that area. 
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That will involve research in a number of different ways. So, for example, it obviously 
involves research in terms of whatever legislative regime might be in place governing 
that area of law. It also then involves also being up with the latest case law in the area. 

The third aspect, I would say, often there can be more logistic or administrative 
changes that might take place within an area of law. For example, how a particular 
area of law is administered, or the procedures which regulatory bodies might engage 
in or require when clients are engaged in with them. So, all of these aspects, whether it 
is legislation, case law and the common law, or indeed administrative processes all 
require teachers, certainly in the compulsory program, to be up with the latest 
developments within their area of law. That feeds through then to practice. I would say 
that it is a similar sort of process with respect to the elective courses. 

Now, there might be a broader scope of what research entails in some of the elective 
courses depending upon the type of elective course it is, but certainly no matter what 
sort of an elective course it is, there will always be a strong element of law within it. 

So, everything that I've just said of about legislation, case law, changing administrative 
processes will then also be reflected in the elective program. The thing that might be 
different in the elective program and brings in a further or perhaps different aspect of 
research would be that it might be more interdisciplinary or transdisciplinary and 
might involve bringing in other theoretical and policy based perspectives. 

So, for example, within the course that I teach, ‘Law, gender identity and sexuality’, 
apart from new legislation in the area, new case law in the area, it has a large 
theoretical component. What I like to get the students to think about is indeed, how do 
we theorize sexuality, and what are the different discourses, if I can put it that way, 
that have been important in theorizing sexuality? 

So, all of that gets poured into the one elective course giving students, I think, quite a 
rich introduction to not just, yeah, the laws or the cases or the legislation in the area, 
but how they might think about and how they might theorize whatever the particular 
area of law that they might be studying in that elective program. I think that that's 
really a positive aspect of the elective program, that ability to bring in, yeah, theories, 
knowledge, research from strictly outside, what might be strict law, to bring to bear 
into in terms of the way we might think about the particular area of law that's being 
studied. 

How academics might bring their research into their courses, again, that would 
probably have a number of different strands. Obviously all academics, certainly at the 
ANU, but at most universities will be engaged in their own research projects, usually 
coming out of their own interests. Often, and this might again be more in electives 
rather than a compulsory program, it might always be... well, there will usually be a 
number of different ways that an academic's own research interests and research 
output might be able to be brought into the particular elective areas that they are 
teaching. 
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For example, and to make it a little bit more concrete, within the area of law and 
sexualities, I have been involved, for example, in law reform activities, which range 
from decriminalization of homosexuality through to anti-discrimination protection, 
and through to, yeah, different types of discrimination cases that might have been 
brought by gay men or members of the gender diverse community or lesbians to 
challenge certain practices that might be taking place within their schools or their 
workplaces or whatever. I've then been able to incorporate those case studies within 
what students have been studying by both getting them to read perhaps the 
judgements in the cases that have been involved, but also bringing in perhaps some of 
the theoretical or other writing that I've done and had published in various types of 
academic journals. 
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